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Merritt: Physicians and Medicine in Early Jacksonville

PHYSICIANS AND MEDICINE IN EARLY
JACKSONVILLE
by WEBSTER MERRITT

The Earliest Years

During the years 1829 to 1833, New Ross, a typical
plantation of the early nineteenth century, lay on
the border of the St. Johns river about four miles
above Jacksonville. Of the happenings on the plantation Judge F. Bethune, its owner, kept a comprehensive account in his diary. On Friday, April 5,
1833, he wrote, “Andrew sick.” On Monday, April
8, he recorded, “Went to Jacksonville court Andrew
sick,” and on the following day he added, “at Jacksonville returned before dinner with Dr. Hall had
1
Andrew bled.” This account of the treatment of
one of Judge Bethune’s slaves in accordance with
the medical custom of the day is the first authentic
record of the practice of medicine by a physician
residing in Duval county.
Dr. James Hall

Dr. James Hall, at this time in his seventy-third
year, was born in Keene, New Hampshire, on October 8, 1760. While still a boy in his late teens he
served his country during the Revolutionary War
as a sergeant in the Third Regiment, New Hamp2
shire Line.
It is not known where and when he
received his medical education nor when he moved
3
to East Florida, but he was living in this section
1. Judge F. Bethune’s Diary, 1829-33. Library of the Florida
Historical Society.
2. Information obtained from the United States Pension Records
by Mrs. Jessie R. Fritot, Jacksonville.
3. Spanish Land Grants in Florida. Historical Records Survey,
State Library Board, 1941. vol. IV, p. 141. Library of T.
Frederick Davis, Jacksonville.
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4
Apparently he arrived during
as early as 1804.
5
or before the year 1798. Dr. Hall was in all likelihood the first bona fide American (United States)
physician to practice medicine in East Florida, or
6
anywhere in Florida. During the first quarter of
a century of residence in the vicinity he practiced
under Spanish rule and for sixteen years thereafter
under American rule.
7
Sometime between the years 1803 and 1808, Dr.
8
Hall married the young widow of Robert Pritchard,
who was the first settler (1791) on land which later
9
became Jacksonville proper. She is referred to in
the records of the Spanish land grants in some
places as Leonore Plummer and in others as Eleanor
Prichard. The couple made their home in Plummer’s Cove, the region then known as La Grange,
East Florida.
During these early years this pioneer physician
not only engaged in the practice of medicine but
was active and influential in affairs of the community as well. Repeatedly he testified in behalf
of local persons before the boards of commissioners
for ascertaining claims and titles to Spanish land
10
grants in East Florida, and he helped at least one
Revolutionary War veteran obtain his pension from

4. Ibid. vol. I, p. 200.
5. Ibid. vol. V, p. 137,
6. The author has not been able to find a record of any American (United States) physician who practiced medicine in
St. Augustine prior to 1800, and it is thought that probably
there was no American physician in West Florida prior to
the nineteenth century.
7. Spanish Land Grants in Florida. Historical Records Survey,
State Library Board, 1941, vol. V, pp. 255-6. Library of T.
Frederick Davis, JacksonviIle.
8. Ibid. vol. IV, pp. 221-2.
9. History of Jacksonville, Florida, and Vicinity, T. Frederick
Davis, 1925.
10. Spanish Land Grants in Florida. Historical Record Survey,
State Library Board, 1941. vols. I, IV, V. Library of T.
Frederick Davis, Jacksonville, Fla.
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the United States government. Dr. Hall's own pension, probably because of his prominence, was not
obtained through the usual channels; hence there is
less information in the office of the Bureau of Pensions than otherwise would be available.
Two other physicians located in Jacksonville in
1835. Dr. Charles Hoyt began practice in January
11
and died in the fall ; Dr. Edward Aldrich began
practice in December, but no further record con12
cerning him is available.
But for nearly four
decades Dr. Hall was the only authentic representative of the medical profession in the territory
which he served. He was privileged to see the tiny
settlement and the region around it become the town
of Jacksonville and Duval county many years before
his death on Dec. 25, 1837. His grave may be viewed
today on private property in Plummer’s Cove between Beauclerc Road and Mandarin, about eleven
miles from downtown Jacksonville. Miss Annie
Locke, Chairman of the Historic Spots Committee
of the Jacksonville Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution, in 1924, was largely responsible for the discovery of his grave at that time.
The chapter engaged a caretaker to tend the plot,
but the caretaker became ill, the terrain of the land
and nearby swamp changed, and again the grave
was lost. On Aug. 3, 1944, it was relocated by Mrs.
Jessie R. Fritot and the author, and on August 24,
after it had been restored, a photograph was taken.
The inscription on the gravestone reads:
11. Jacksonville Courier, Jacksonville, East Florida, Jan. 29 and
Dec. 3, 1835. The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History,
The University of Florida.
12. Ibid, Dec. 24, 1835.
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Erected
In Memory of
James Hall, M. D.
A Soldier of the Revolution
Born in Keen, N. H.
8th of Oct. 1760
Died at La Grange, E. F.
25th Dec. 1837
Aged 77 Years.
At the Cow Ford

During the first two decades of the nineteenth
century Florida was under the rule of Spain, and
the little settlement where Jacksonville now is located was known as Cow Ford. The Floridas, East
and West, were ceded to the United States by Spain
on Feb. 22, 1819, by a treaty which finally was ratified exactly two years later, on Washington’s birthday in 1821. Actual possession of the Floridas by
the United States, with General Andrew Jackson as
the first governor, did not, however, take place until
13
July, 1821.
The county of Duval was created in
14
August, 1822, and just prior to this date, in June,
15
the little village of Cow Ford was surveyed,
founded as a town and named in honor of General
16
Jackson
Medical Legislation

The records of the Territory of Florida show that
during the earliest months of its existence the regulation of the practice of medicine engaged the attention of the lawmakers. On September 6, 1821, one
13.
14.
15.
16.

Data in the possession of T. Frederick Davis, Jacksonville.
Acts of the territorial council, 1822.
Webb’s Florida, 1884.
Florida Times-Union and Citizen, Jacksonville, Jan. 1, 1900.
The Florida Times-Union files.
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of the last ordinances issued by General Jackson
during his brief tenure of office as governor conferred upon the Board of Health of Pensacola full
power to regulate the practice of medicine and grant
to physicians licenses to practice. Governor DuVal
and his “council of thirteen discreet and reputable
citizens” in their session of 1824 passed an act
which required every person desirous of practicing
as a physician or surgeon in the territory to file
within the office of the clerk of the county court a
diploma granted by some college or university and
a certificate of moral character, or in lieu of a
diploma, a certificate that the applicant had studied
the science of physic or surgery for a term of two
years in a college or under some reputable physician
or surgeon. Any two judges of the county court
could then decide whether the applicant was quali17
fied to practice medicine and could grant a license.
In 1828 an act of the Council created the first
medical board of the Territory, whose duty it was
to hold an examination at Tallahassee once each
year “for the convenience of prospective physicians
and for the protection of the public.” The board
was made up of fifteen members, three of whom
were from St. Augustine, two from Key West,
three from Tallahassee, two from Gadsden county,
three from Jackson county and two from Pensacola.
It may seem surprising that not one of the board’s
fifteen members resided in Duval county; however,
this lack of representation is understood when it is
recalled that in 1828 Dr. Hall was Duval county’s
only physician and that he was in his sixty-ninth
year. In 1831 the act was repealed, and another,
18
somewhat more lenient, was enacted.
17. Memoirs of Florida, vol. II, R. H. Rerick, 1902.
18. The Story of Florida, vol. II, W. T. Cash, 1938.
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Jacksonville’s Early Growth

The growth of Jacksonville was at first disappointingly slow. For ten years it remained a
struggling village. In 1830, eight years after its
founding, the estimated population was only about
100, but in 1832 the town received its charter of in19
corporation and began to show signs of life. During the next two or three years its population
doubled. On January 1, 1835, the Jacksonville
Courier, the town’s first newspaper, began publi20
cation and, with the exception of short suspen21
22
sions, was published weekly until 1839 when it
was replaced by the East Florida Advocate. 23 The
various events and activities in Jacksonville were
chronicled in the Courier, one of the most notable
of which was the Fourth of July celebration in 1835.
Since 1945 marks the centennial year of Florida’s
statehood, the patriotic mood of Jacksonville’s citizens in 1835, ten years before Florida was admitted
to the Union, is of particular interest. On Thursday, July 2, 1835, the following editorial appeared
in the Courier:
INDEPENDENCE-The approaching Anniversary of our National Independency,
will be celebrated in this place on Saturday,
next, 4th inst... . . Arrangements have been
made for a public dinner . . . which will be
provided at the Court-house. . . . We under19. Act. no. 70, Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida,
session of 1932.
20. Jacksonville Courier, Jacksonville East Florida, vol. I, no. 5.
Jan. 29, 1835. The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History,
University of Florida.
21. Florida Herald, St. Augustine, Jan. 10, 1835. The P. K.
Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida.
22. Information obtained from the files of the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida.
23. The East Florida Advocate, Jacksonville, vol. I, no. 1, Sept. 7,
1839. Library of Congress.
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stand that there has never been a public
celebration of the kind, in this place. We
welcome this as a happy opportunity to invite the young to attend and inquire into
the causes of it. Although there have been
“changes of flags,” we believe that fathers
and mothers wish their children to know
that Liberty is dear, and that they will be
protected in all lawful efforts to sustain
themselves, and prosper the country in
which they live. We are young as a Territory. Our resources, like those of other
Territories are as yet in their infancy. The
broad field of public enterprize is comparatively untouched. The axe has not yet
made the forest of thousands of acres echo
with cultivating industry. . . . While our
flag floats around us, all should be free. . . .
The celebration was impressive. A psalm was
sung to the tune of Old Hundred, W. J. Mills, Esq.,
read the Declaration of Independence, S. Eddy,
Esq., sang the Ode on Science with “spirit and
taste,” and John L. Doggett, Esq., delivered the
oration of the evening in a “spirited and eloquent
manner.’’ Several visitors from St. Augustine
were present, and there was an abundance of food.
At the banquet there were thirteen regular toasts,
one for each of the original states, and there were
numerous volunteer toasts. A “cotillion party” in
24
the evening closed the ceremonies.
The Seminole War, which began in 1835, stimulated the town’s growth. The onset of hostilities
caused a shift in trade from the interior part of
24. Jacksonville Courier, Jacksonville, July 2 and July 9, 1835.
The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida.
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the territory, soon there was evidence of increased
business activity. About the year 1836, a blockhouse of unique design was built on the northeast
corner of Ocean and Monroe streets, and residents
of the rural districts moved into the town for protection from marauding Indians, who were burning
and pillaging the countryside.
The blockhouse, a one room building constructed
of logs, was perched high above the ground on a
small pedestal-like base. By means of a ladder the
townspeople could enter through a door in the floor
of the building, draw the ladder up and close the
door behind them. Through portholes on all sides
and in the floor of the blockhouse the occupants
could project rifles at many different angles, enabling them to protect themselves from attack and
also to prevent Indians from setting fire to the
building from below.
Jacksonville suffered in the panic and depression
which began in 1837, but the Army surgeon who
that year described Jacksonville as a miserable little place with sandy streets and a dozen scattered
25
houses, was not giving an entirely accurate picture
of the town.
Medical Practice

Before any large clearings were made around
Jacksonville and before there was an influx of
people, apparently there was little sickness in this
26
region.
As early as 1833 the St. Johns river area
was recognized as a healthful locality in which to
live. Some of the most highly educated people of
25. Life in Camp and Field, J. Rhett Motts, A. M., M. D. From
chapter XV of the unpublished manuscript. Library of the
St. Augustine Historical Society.
26. Medical History of Florida, Dr. Thomas M. Palmer, Proceedings of the Florida Medical Association session of 1878. Surgeon General’s Office Library.
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the time believed that if the settler built near the
St. Johns river there was less danger of disease and
that the air along the river was better adapted to
pulmonary disorders than was that of St.
27
Augustine.
Medicine during these early years was practiced
in crude form. There must have been here, as there
were in other places in Florida, self-appointed physicians who pretended to be men of wisdom. There
were many backwoodsters who “physicked” folks,
and most housewives knew how to administer drugs
such as castor oil, calomel, blue mass, rhubarb and
opium as well as how to prepare remedies gathered
from herbs in the woods. Turpentine, sulfur, spirits
of niter and paregoric were also supplies which
could be found on nearly every plantation. They
were considered almost as essential as clothing,
cornmeal and bacon.
When home remedies failed, the doctor was summoned. He brought all the medicine he thought
necessary and before leaving the bedside gave particular directions for the administration of every
pill, powder or liquid. The directions usually were
followed scrupulously, for the early settlers had
28
an almost blind faith in the physician.
The three types of fever prevalent in Florida
about the time of the Seminole War were described
29
as intermittent, remittent and congestive. The
congestive form was by far the most dreaded, but
the remittent form, usually called “bilious remit27. The Diary of Robert Raymond Reid, 1833-35 (note entered
Aug. 12, 1833). Library of the St. Augustine Historical
Society.
28. The Murat papers, cited by W. T. Cash. Florida State
Library.
29. Medical Topographical of Florida, E. S. Gaillard, M. D.,
Charleston Medical Journal and Review, vol. XI, January,
1856. The Surgeon General’s Office Library.
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tent fever,’’occurred with greatest frequency. Ap30
parently most of this fever was in reality malaria.
The treatment of malaria in those early days
was far from satisfactory. The old fashioned “dose
of bark and wine” was relied upon to a considerable
extent, for quinine was almost unknown in Florida
prior to the Seminole War. The lancet was used
freely, just as Dr. Hall used it on Judge Bethune’s
slave, but unfortunately bloodletting often exhausted the patient and retarded convalescence. Frequently dropsy and an enlarged spleen, not to mention anemia, were disturbing sequelae when malaria
was treated by bleeding the patient.
As quinine became better known, the incidence of
malaria began to decline. Dr. R. S. Holmes, an
Army medical officer of the Seminole War, wrote
to the Surgeon General about the treatment of disease in Florida, which he characterized as usually
assuming a “remittent form.” He stated that in
1841 when he first arrived in Florida, he gave two
grain doses of quinine; after he himself had had
an attack of “congestive fever” that same year, he
gave large doses, sometimes as much as eighty
grains, but usually about twenty grains in a single
31
dose.
As early as 1825 Dr. Henry Perrine, then in
Mississippi, but later a resident of Florida, was
30. Remarks on the Climate, Diseases, etc., of Middle Florida,

particularly Gadsden County, Robert Edmonds Little, M. D.
The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, vol. X, July
1845. The Surgeon General’s Office Library.
31. Remarks on the Use of Quinine in Florida and on Malaria
and its Influence in that State, R. S. Holmes, M. D., Medical
Staff, United States Army. The American Journal of the
Medical Sciences, vol. XII, October, 1846. The Surgeon General’s Office Library.
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giving large doses of quinine in the treatment of
32
malaria.
Other diseases were prevalent in Florida during
the Seminole War. In 1836 measles and diarrhea
were particularly annoying at Garey’s Ferry (Middleburg). In 1839 there was an epidemic of yellow
fever in St. Augustine and two years later there was
another throughout most of the state, particularly
in Tallahassee, Pensacola, Tampa Bay and Key
33
West. It appears, however, that no disease visited
Duval county in epidemic form until the turn of the
midcentury.
Hookworm apparently was fairly common in this
section and was known as the dirt-eating disease.
A physician of central Florida described a patient
with this disease in these words: “With head and
body large, limbs shrivelled and deformed, eyes
dull and of a bilious tinge, lips colorless and features distorted.”
Dr. Abel Seymour Baldwin

Dr. Hall’s death on Christmas Day in 1837 had
left Duval county without any medical attention
worthy of the name. Fortunately, however, just
a little less than one year later, a young physician,
then only twenty-seven years of age, arrived to
take up his long residence in Jacksonville. He was
34
Dr. Abel Seymour Baldwin, destined to become
not only the town’s greatest physician, but for many
years its most outstanding citizen.
32. Dr. Henry Perrine. The Journal of the Fla. Medical Associtation, April, 1934. Dr. Edward Jelks.
33. Digest of Florida Material in Niles Register 1811-1849, T.
Frederick Davis, MS., 1939.
34. The Book of Jacksonville, S. Paul Brown, 1895; The Florida
Times-Union, Dec. 9, 1898; History of Early Jacksonville,
Florida, T. Frederick Davis, 1911; Jacksonville, The Metropolis of Florida, James Esgate, 1885.
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Dr. Baldwin was born in Oswego county, New
York, on March 18, 1811. Orphaned in infancy, he
was adopted by an uncle in Madison county, New
York, where for some time he was taught by private
tutors. He was graduated from Geneva, now Hobart, College in 1834 with the Bachelor of Science
and Bachelor of Arts degrees and then studied
medicine in the office of Dr. Thomas Spencer. Two
years later he received the appointment of botanist
in the geologic survey of Michigan, but exposure
incident to camp life in that state resulted in an
acute attack of rheumatic fever, which made it impossible for him to continue with the work. He
returned to New York, completed his medical studies
and received the degrees of Master of Arts and
Doctor of Medicine from Geneva College in 1838.
The climate in the North did not agree with him,
he suffered recurrent attacks of rheumatic fever,
and the following winter he departed for Florida
with his bride. He arrived in Jacksonville on
December 2, 1838.
Here a balmy and salubrious climate soon restored Dr. Baldwin to a state of vigorous health.
Although he became a defender of the state in the
Seminole War, his major interest during the early
years of his residence in Duval county was the practice of medicine. His professional duties soon became laborious and extensive for he had to make
nearly all of his calls on horseback and it was necessary for him to cover a territory with a radius of
thirty or more miles. This active engagement in
the practice of medicine was more than enough to
absorb the energy of an ordinary man, but such were
his great industry and capacity for work and such
was the fertility of his mind and intellect that he
found time to interest himself in many enterprises.

Published by STARS, 1945

13

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 24 [1945], No. 4, Art. 4
P HYSICIANS

IN

E ARLY J ACKSONVILLE

279

It became apparent almost immediately that this
versatile newcomer combined two qualities that were
to make him unusual. He was scientific and at the
same time practical. Because of his training in
botany he was well versed in the life and growth
of plants. He did fine carving on ivory and wood
and also played several musical instruments. He
became an active member of the St. Johns Episcopal
Church and for many years the leader of its choir.
In 1839 Dr. Baldwin began to keep a record of
the thermometer readings, to make careful observations of the weather and to study the climate
which had restored him to health. In 1852 he was
made official meteorologist for the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, and in later years studies
of the climatology of Florida were based largely
upon his records. Their publication did much to
attract great numbers of tourists to Florida each
winter.
On professional visits up and down the St. Johns
river he began to observe the tides and the currents
and to study the bar at the mouth of the river. He
became convinced that a small appropriation for
closing up Fort George Inlet would enable the
waters of the St. Johns to flow into the ocean with
less obstruction and would force a channel deep
enough to allow the passage of larger vessels up the
river to Jacksonville. At a public meeting in Jacksonville on August 2, 1852, he was requested, by
vote, to go to Washington, D. C., to secure an ap35
propriation for improvement of the bar . He obtained two appropriations of $10,000 each, one for
36
the bar and the other for the lighthouse. After
35. Florida Republican, Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 17, 1852. Library
of Congress.
36. Ibid, Dec. 9, 1852.
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the initial success of his efforts to secure the navigation facilities that were to become of inestimable
importance to the development of the city, he continued to maintain interest in the project, and many
years later it was he who was largely responsible
37
for the system of jetties at the mouth of the river.
In the fall of 1852, while absent on his mission to
Washington, Dr. Baldwin was elected to represent
Duval county in the state legislature. From Tallahassee on January 21, 1853, he wrote a letter to the
editor of the Floridian and Journal championing
the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad. In
so doing he took issue with Governor Call, who had
appealed to the citizens of middle Florida to unite
in promoting the construction of a railroad to connect the St. Marks and Brunswick roads. Dr. Baldwin was convinced that this route would shunt the
38
trade of the state into Georgia. During the first
session of the legislature he secured a charter for
the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad
with a right of way from Jacksonville to Pensacola.
On September 1, at a meeting in Tallahassee Dr.
Baldwin, Morris Kiel, A. A. Canova, Paran Moody,
J. P. Sanderson, D. S. Gardiner, F. C. Barreth, T.
E. Buckman and John Roberts were elected direc39
tors of the railroad, and on November 5 at a meeting in Jacksonville Dr. Baldwin was elected presi40
dent of the directors.
More than three years later, in March, 1857,
ground was broken for the road from Jacksonville
to Alligator (Lake City), but an epidemic of yellow
fever in Jacksonville interfered with the work, and
37. St. John’s Bar, A. S. Baldwin, The Semi-Tropical, June, 1876.
38. Florida Republican, Jacksonville, Feb. 10, 1853. Library of
Congress.
39. Ibid, Sept. 15, 1853.
40. Florida News, Jacksonville, Nov. 12, 1853. Library of Congress.
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there was delay. The railroad reached its destination on March 13, 1860, and two days later the event
was celebrated by an excusion to Lake City, the
name having been changed from Alligator on January 15, 1859. At a barbecue there Dr. Baldwin
and Dr. Holmes Steele addressed a large gathering. On March 21, a return excursion to Jacksonville was climaxed by a colorful ceremony staged
at the Judson House, in which Miss Louisa Holland
of Jacksonville and Miss Kate Ives of Lake City
with pitchers mingled the waters of the St. Johns
41
river and Lake De Soto. In this auspicious manner was the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad launched.
In the Florida State Senate Dr. Baldwin opposed
secession from the Union, but soon after Florida
seceded he offered his services to the Confederacy.
He was made medical director for Florida and was
stationed at Lake City throughout the war between
the states. Dr. Baldwin’s two letter books, a Medical Directory of Florida and the book of the Chief
Surgeon, District of East Florida, together with his
case book of the General Hospital at Lake City, are
preserved in the Confederate Museum in Richmond,
42
Virginia.
In 1874, at Dr. Baldwin’s home and office, located
at that time on Laura and Adams streets, the
Florida Medical Association was founded. Fittingly enough, Dr. Baldwin was elected to serve as its
43
first president.
41. Jacksonville, Fifty-five Years Ago. Recollections of a Veteran. Otis L. Keene. The Jacksonville Metropolis, Dec. 12,
1908.
42. Letters from the House Regent, The Confederate Museum,
Richmond, Va. to Mr. Joseph F. Marron, Librarian, Jacksonville Free Public Library.
43. Proceedings of the Florida Medical Association, Jan. 14, 1874,
Surgeon General’s Office Library.
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This beloved physician, ever the public servant
as well, was largely responsible for Jacksonville’s
excellent system of water works. When eighty-five
years of age, he was elected president of the Jacksonville Board of Trade. He apparently had not
the slightest mercenary interest. Public-spirited in
the truest sense of the word, he seemed always to
strive for the good of his adopted city, never for
pecuniary gain. Even the magnificent oak trees
that made Jacksonville famous for its beauty in his
declining years were a tribute to his foresight for
in 1850, nearly half a century before, he, with Gen.
44
Thomas Ledwith, had supervised their planting.
Unfortunately, they survived him but a short time
for nearly all of them were destroyed by the disastrous fire of 1901.
For six decades almost to a day Dr. Baldwin led
the vanguard of progress in Jacksonville. At the
time of his death on December 8, 1898, in his eightyeighth year, he was the city’s most distinguished
citizen.
Dr. Henry Drayton Holland

In addition to Dr. Hall and Dr. Baldwin, one other
outstanding physician settled in Duval county prior
45
to 1840. He was Dr. Henry Drayton Holland, a
typical gentleman of the era and a planter as well
as a physician, who was born in Charleston, S. C. in
1806. He learned to walk under the guidance of a
remarkable Negro woman named Dolly, who was
somewhat more than seventy years old at that time.
About forty years later, at the age of 113, Dolly, still
44. History of Jacksonville, T. Frederick Davis.
45. Mrs. J. H. Burroughs, Jacksonville, Fla. Interview, Aug. 7,
1944. Letter to the author from the Registrar of the Medical College of the State of South Carolina, Oct. 24, 1944.
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in possession of her health and mental vigor, was
46
an active servant in Dr. Holland’s home.
Dr. Holland was graduated from the Medical College of the State of South Carolina in 1830 and
moved to Camden county, Georgia, near Brunswick,
where in 1831 he married Ann Barrie. In late January, 1836, Dr. Holland, surgeon for a group of
thirty mounted volunteers from Camden and Glynn
counties in Georgia, came to Jacksonville en route
to join the “Richmond Blues” of Augusta, Georgia,
in their march to Fort King in central Florida (now
47
Ocala).
The public mind had been aroused by
Dade’s massacre of December 28, 1835, and Gen.
Duncan L. Clinch, Commander of the United States
forces in Florida, had been authorized to call for
and accept troops from the adjoining states. When
General Clinch became discouraged with the state
of affairs in Florida and retired in the summer of
1836, apparently Dr. Holland withdrew from the
fighting, returned to Duval county and settled at
Mulberry Grove, now Black Point on the St. Johns
river about seven miles south of Jacksonville, the
48
present site of the Jacksonville Naval Air Station.
Sometime between the years 1842 and 1845 he moved
to downtown Jacksonville and began the practice of
medicine.
Like his distinguished colleague, Dr. Baldwin, Dr.
Holland found time to take an active part in community affairs, and it soon became apparent that
46. Editorial, Florida Republican, June 20, 1850. Library of
Congress.,
47. The Jacksonville Courier, Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 4, 1836.
The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida.
48. Florida, Its History and Its Romance, G. R. Fairbanks, 1898.
Inventory of the Miscellaneous File of Court Papers, Saint
Johns Court, Florida, vol. II, P-Z., Florida Historical Records
Survey, Jacksonville, Fla., 1940. Library of the Florida
Historical Society.
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he was a public-spirited citizen as well as a good
physician. In 1864, as in 1835, Jacksonville and
Duval county had a gala Fourth of July celebration.
The committee in charge of arrangements was made
up of prominent citizens, and Dr. Holland’s name
49
headed the list.
In 1852 Dr. Holland was elected
intendant (mayor) of Jacksonville and became the
first physician to serve as the town's chief ex50
ecutive. Under his able leadership an ordinance to
prevent the spread of contagious or infectious diseases was passed, a Board of Health was organized,
and Jacksonville was guided safely through an epidemic of smallpox which at first was the cause of
51
much fear. During the late eighteen fifties Dr.
Holland’s health failed, and he died prematurely in
1860.

Jacksonville at Midcentury

It is fascinating to visualize the Jacksonville of
a century ago when Florida was admitted to the
Union, and to examine some of the more interesting
aspects of its physical makeup at that time. On Bay
street along the river front in 1842 there were one
store, one commission house and three residences,
Dr. Baldwin’s cottage, the “Taylor House”, occupied by “Colonel” Hart, and Captain Willey’s
52
house. Dr. Baldwin’s home, in which he had his
office, was located on the north side of Bay street
just west of Pine (now Main). His property bor49. The News, Jacksonville, June 26, 1846. Library of Congress
50. Florida Republican, Jacksonville, Fla., April 8, 1852. Library
of Congress.
51. Ibid, June 10 and July 1, 1852. Reminiscences of old citizens, recorded by Mrs W. M. Bostwick. Library of T.
Frederick Davis, Jacksonville. The Ancient City, Saint
Augustine, Florida, August 8, 10, and 14, 1852. The P. K.
Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida.
52. Note of reminiscence from the editor of the Palatka Herald,
The weekly Florida Union, Jacksonvile, Fla., June 9, 1877.
Library of Congress
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dering on Pine was a garden consisting, of low
ground, much in need of drainage. Actually the
river marsh extended up Pine as far as Forsyth,
where a bridge or causeway was built across its
border. North of this point Pine was impassablea quagmire which could not be crossed until Duval
street was reached. Here at the intersection of
Pine and Duval streets a bridge consisting of “dune
sands” blown there at some remote period closed
the natural outlet of a small body of water on the
north side, familiarly referred to as “the pond.”
In 1847 the city council was induced, probably by
Dr. Baldwin, to have a ditch dug from the pond
through the dune sand along Pine street to the river
marsh. To the surprise of many, the pond, which
had hitherto been considered a permanent body of
water, was drained so that it soon became covered
with a luxuriant growth of grass, which made a
53
fine pasture for cattle.
An incident graphically portraying life in Jacksonville at midcentury is related in a letter written
on Christmas Day in 1849 by William J. L’Engle,
then a boy of seventeen who later was to study
medicine and to practice for a short time in Jacksonville. He regaled his Aunt Leonis with this
Christmas Eve scene :
“ . . . My head is full of a little incident
that befell me last night. I can think of
nothing else so I must tell it to you. While
returning from Mr. Bryant’s in company
with Mr. Drew, where we had been practicing the Anthems, for Christmas, we encountered, what do you think? A huge black
63. Report of Health Committee, by A. S. Baldwin, Daily Sun
and Press, Dec. 5, 1877. The Florida Times-Union files.
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bear just at Mr. Reed’s corner, as we
turned to cross the bridge, at the causeway
(Main and Forsyth). I was not ten feet
from the fellow’s nose. I happened to be
walking with Father’s sword cane and I
drew it and pursued him, but Master Bruin
was too quick for me. He took to his heels,
down the side walk and ran up against
Cyrus Bisbee . . . and scared him half to
death. We followed him until he got into
54
the bushes back of the town."
54. Letter from William Johnson L’Engle to his father’s sister,
Leonis L’Engle, Dec. 25, 1849. Original in the possession of
Mrs. C. W. Camp. Copy furnished author by Mr. Richard
P. Daniel, Jacksonville, Fla.
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